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*Introduction by Ed Nagy, the Southbury
Conservation Commission Chair

*Presentation about Janie Pierce Park
by Ed Nagy and Gary Gollenberg

*Q&A
*Comments from the public

~AGENDA



Transylvania Pond is in Janie Pierce Park, located at the junction of route 67
and route 172 on the Southbury-Woodbury town boundary.



The park consists of a 60 acre parcel in Southbury and 45 acre
parcel in Woodbury. Adjacent to Shortt’s Field Connector.
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Pr0perty purchase stnngsf

- thicker

transfer should be cleared up in a few

OOUTBBUR‘(v— The “‘strings'’ Although the possibility of some provisions are being made g days. . i g
the proposed purchase of major “encumbrances” on the land is safeguards. : 0 Smith Another safeguard bn the transfor has
: pmtym beginning  being investigated by the title search Speaking before the Board of . Sel o been added in Miss Pierce's offer to
pmm firm of Carmody and Torrence,  Selectmen Carmody P oW h sell. In the offer, Miss Plerce takes

|

Robert E. Harroff
reads Plerce offer



Tom Kabeka / Republican-Amerncan
Janie Pierce Park, off Transylvania Road in Southbury,
is a tranquil place to spend a day. The park was named
after a former school teacher who sold the land to the
town.

Janie Pierce Park reflects

vision of its namesake

By Chris Gardner
© 2000 Republican-American

SOUTHBURY
very spring, after the ground
thaws and ice breaks on the
pond, Becky Parsons walks
through Janie Pierce Park off

'lhnsym Ivania Road to see the migrating

The former member of the town's
Conservation Commission has seen
loons and osprey relaxing on the shores
of the 35-acre pond at the park, located
in the north-central part of town. She's
also watched male swans fight over a
lone female swan as it bobbed in the
m\amﬂn&eﬂmﬂwm—

“It’'s just & wonderful place to go,”
Parsons said. “You can be out there and
K;erkmwdmyou’iedoaemwwnal

That was Jane “Janie” Grey Pierce's
hope roughly 30 years ago, when the
open space that comprises Janie Pierce
Park was bought by the town. A former
school teacher who lived in the Transyl-

Janie Plerce Park facts

What: Janie Plerce Park
Where: Transyhania Road,

Named after: Jane “Jania”
Grey Plerce, a former school
teacher who soki the land to the
town with the request that it be
kept in its natural state

vania section until her death in the mid-
1970s, Pierce loved her property, which
straddled the Southbury-Woodbury

Please turn to 2B, PARK

PARK: Teacher known
for love of nature, kids

Contizued from 18

towm lne, and hoped the town could
preserve it for fubare generations.

“She was interested m keeping the
land & is," sald Sanford G, Tschand-
er, Plerce’s former neighbor, who still
lives near the park on Transylvanis
Road. “She loved It there.*

Prerce, who never maried, lived
with her parests in a lange Victorian
ut the camer of Transylhvarda Road
and Route 67. Gladys Burdick,
Tschauder's sister, said neighbor-
hood children wsed to play croquet
on Plerce’s lawn. They also swam in
her pond in the summer and foe skat-
ed there in the winter.

Bunfick s2d Pierce, who tusgM in
A ote-room schoolhouse ot the base
of Grassy Hill Road, just over the
town line s Woodbury, had a big in-
fluence oo her e, She sald Pyerce
taught her how to sew and took her
1o Sunday schoal at the South Britain

Cowarch.

Weanng

-ug;-n'n tending her gardens.
was 50 much fun to hear her

over there,” she said.

Burdick used to help Plerce plant
petunias. After they worked, Plerce
would invite Burdick and other
neighborhood children into her home
for coolkdes and cokd milk.

Burdick has the wooden stool she

used 1o 8it on in Plerce’s kitchen. it
stili bears the notches where the
milk glasses rested, she sald

“You worked for her. Then you
were hauled into the idtchen, and
there you sat," she sad,

“She belped out everybody,” said
Techauder, who mowed Plerce's
fawn and did some tenant farming on
her land. “She tried to do good.”

Besides the park and pond,
Plerce’s name also graces o subdivi.
sion af homes off Route 172, just
south of the Transyhvanéa Road intes-
section. Pierce’s Colonial Acres,

‘was Uuilt in phases, starting about 20
years ago. Fierce owned most of the
land on the ridge that extends from
the pond south 10 what 15 now the
northwest comer of Heritage Village.

But her pride and jox, according to
those who knew her, wis (he area
arcund the pond. The park, which is
open to town restdents, has hiking
trails, benches and plenic areas that
oweriook the pond. Hiking, canoeing,
fisking sod picnicking are allowed
from dawn to one hour sfter sunsst.
Last year, scouts installed board-
walks to make the hike throogh the
park more enjogable.

Parsons sald the park was already
one of the town's jewels. "It's one of
our highgrofile parks,” she sid "It
gets used by 2 Jot of people.”



Transylvania Pond Color Aerial Map 3
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Trail system at the park
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Commission Acts to
Cleat Janie Pierce Pond

i )r.":,' ¢ . "

Before: The poad in Southbury's Jasle Plerce Park is clogged with weeds and water
H&sk?ﬁhﬂ(mnmc“mtmummmwun tar-
o a bog.

SOUTHBURY — The
Southbury Conservation
Commission is acting quickly
to kill the weeds &)okmg
Janie Pierce Pond before the

roblem gets worse. On
Kugnst 14, the Board of
Selectmen voted to transfer
$950 from its contingency
fund to the commission. This
money will be combined with
$1,050 of the commission’s
own budget for a total of
$2,000, the amount needed to
treat 12 acres of the approx-
imately 40 acre pond with
weed killer.

The pond will be treated
with two agquatic herbicides:
Aquathol, which is a trade
name for liquid Endothall,
and Diquat. Both herbicides
work systemically. They are
absorbed by the roots of the

weeds and water lilies,
ing the plants. The her-
bicides, Whtldl‘ are alsﬁ) ggec-
tive against algae, wi a
pRlh M 0 il e
only; w in
south eng of the
left as cover for E

The work will be done by
Northeast Tree and Pond
Services of New Milford, en-
vironmental specialists
<f:hosen / theo' commission
rom a companies
g BB

en vironmen-
tal Protection. Commission
members hope to clear

emlﬁh of the ?ond so that
Southbury residents may | ed f

once again use it for canoeing
and No loss of fish is
expected,

The herbicides are effec-
tive within eight hours, and
fish may be taken from the
pond wi three days.

The Conservation mis-
sion has been working since
March to make the Janie
Pierce Pond a viable passive
recreation area once again.
Commission member Gus
Dnd D shats kiR

with a te biologi
and a scientist from the :g‘tsz
fisheries; the recommenda-
tions for treating the weeds in
the pond were made by these

state ret:resenuuves.
All the commission

memopers agree that
something has to be done im-
mediately to prevent

the
Bommission member. Jack | This

McMillen recounted stories
of Janie Pierce charging peo-
ple $1 to fish in the pond, but
now the weeds are so thi
“there were kids trying to
fish around the shore and
couldn’t get a line in."”

was money left over
from the revenue sharing
funds the Conservation Com-
mission had been given to
build nature trails in the
park. It seemed a simple
matter to ask the Board of
Selectmen to transfer the

unused nature trail funds to
this new pmﬁt. It wasn’t.
Because nature trail
funds were revenue sharing
funds, they could onl‘y be us-
or that purpose. “‘We are
about to be audited,” said
Selectman Rick Wheeler
when the Conservation Com-

mission a red before the

Board of Selectman on July

24, “If you don't use the

revenue sharing funds for

what they are designated for,

you get negative brownie
2 w ”n

It was Town Treasurer
Paul Smith who suggested
taking a sum of money from
the town's conﬂnf;ncy fund
and replacing it later with the
commis:hiac;in's retitleAdu
revenue ng money. At
the next revenue sharing
meeting, the $950 the town
has advanced to the commis-
sion will be taken from the
commission’s nature trail
fund and put into the general
fund. The town will pay itself
back out of the general fund.
seemed a more prac-
tical suggestion than the

plaintive one made by a com-
mission member: * dn’t
we tell them we were putting

a trail th the pond?" |
The funds for the reclama-

tion of Janie Pierce Pond

shold be available within a

few days. Work on the pond
wiubeginassoonaspus?:lne.



Pierce Park
Pond Cleared
of Weeds

SOUTHMBURY - A trans-

Commission hired workers Lo
operate 3 weed harvester that
was last used on the pond (our
years ago, Once agaln the water
was cleared of 4 tangle of pond ¥
weods and water lilies, making
It boatable and fishable The §
harvester used was a hack-up
maching of the Lake Zoar
Authority that had not been
used on that lake this yoar

Road foreman Rugenc:
Meteall removed the cut weeds
from the harvester with 2
backhoe and had 20 truck foads
transported to the fand fill

Two yesrs ago the pond was

muwmmuxmatmm
Park in was difficult for canoes and



*PUBLIC COMMENTS

*Tell us your comments

*Write your comments and drop in the
Comments Box

*Send your comments to
webmaster@southbury-ct.gov



